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1936:3 STATE INSURE PUBLIC BUILDINGS Petition Referendum

Rejected 44.3% 65.6% voted, 67,067 for and 84,245 against

This petitioned referendum repealed 1935 Laws chapter 179 (Sub S Bill 22) that set up a state
system of comprehensive insurance for public buildings. A supreme court decision soon exempted prop-
erties of municipalities from its scope (State ex rel Missoula v Holmes, 100 Mont 256, Junme 27, 1935).

Officers respansible for insuring public buildings made premium payments to the state treasurer
to build up a $1,000,000 insurance fund. The board of examiners reinsured properties with private in-
surance companies and the fact that one company received the first contract drew criticism. nnwnwnm,
also said costs were increased by overly-comprehensive coverages required by the statute. The associ-
ation of county commissioners and the school trustees association supported the referendum to repeal
the measure (Great Falls Tribune Oct 31, 1936).

Petitions were sufficient to put the measure on the ballot but not to suspend its operation.

The voters rejected it decisively; only 17 counties approved, mostly along the High Line but including
Silver Bov and Deer Lodge. Voters across other western and southern counties generally disapproved,
and the statute received less than 40 percent support in most urban counties except Butte and Anacon-
da. Five populous counties furnished most of the third of total vote most opposed to the system.
1936:4 MARRIAGE LICENSE TESTS Petition Referendum
Re jected 36.0% 65.5% voted, 54,368 for and 96,647 against

This petitioned referendum quickly suspended and then repealed 1935 Laws chapter 72 (Sub H Bill
66) that required medical certification and a waiting period of three days for issue of marriage li-
censes. A physician must certify that each applicant for a license "appears to be of sound mind," not
drugged or intoxicated, free of venereal and other communicable diseases or "any disease leading to
congenital abnormelities in offspring."

The regulation was dubbed the "Gin Marriage Lau" by the time it went into effect July 1, 1935;
sufficient signatures were secured to suspend its operation by September 7, 1935. Prospective marri-
age partners objected to the costs of examination and certification (gemerally $25) and took their
business to more accommodating functionaries in nearby states. Clergy objected to the sharp decline
in church marriages. Some lawyers counseled evasion by contract marriage while others warned of
the hazards lurking in that alternative. Perhaps most important, physicians objected to the nature of
the standards they were required to certify and began to submit their own more qualified statements,
creating dilemmas for the district court clerks vho issued licenses.

Voters decisively rejected the regulation; only three eastern counties (Daniels, Valley, Powder
River) favored its retention. Least opposition appeared in an arc of counties from northwestern Mon-
tana across the High Line to the eastern third of the state. Strongest opposition was expressed in
central, southwestern and urban counties. Missoula and Wibaux county voters provided interesting ex-
ceptions to these classifications.

The atrannest carrelation of voting patterns among the four 1936 ballot issues was a Pearson's
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SENATE
(D) 29 (R) 27

George H Montgomery (D)
Harry T Mann (D)

Harry C Harlen (D)
*Charles P Cotter (R)

H A Simmons (R)

*John Oliver (R)
*R S 0'Day (D)

William P Sullivan (D)
Charles L Kroman (R)
D W Chapman (D)
Arthur A Baker (R)
Thomas F Murphy (D)

John Weinschrott (R)
*L M A Wass (D)

*Robert Pauline (R)
Zales N Ecton (R)

Charles H Mahoney (R)
Dan Drumheller (D)

F C Metzger (D)
*John R Page (D)
Hayes Starks (D)

*M J Sullivan (D)

*B D Hollenback (R)

W P Tierney (D)

Paul W Smith (R)

Leonard Plank (D)
*Finis E Baker (D)
A F Robson (D)

*J B Garrison (R)
Orville Harris (R)
*George R Cooper (R)
*John L Campbell (R)

George A Swertelle (D)
Bert B Armstrong (D)
*Henry N Sibbert (R)
Fred L Robinson (R)
A E Kathan (D)
William T Waite (R)
William E Keeley (R)
Thomas Calder (D)
*H C Groff (D)
*Alfred R Anderson (D)
Arlie M Foor (R)
*frank Liess (R)
*Ray N Shannon (D)
*Lars Angvick (R)
*Harry Meyer (D)

*S C Arnold (R)

F M Lamp (R)

*T 0 Larson (R)
*Harry £ Benjamin (D)
A J Plumer (D)

COUNTY

Beaverhead
Big Horn
Blaine
Broadwater
Carbon

Carter
Cascade

Chouteau
Custer
Daniels
Dawvson
Deer Lodge

Fallon
Fergus

Flathead
Gallatin

Garfield
Glacier
Golden Valley
Granite

Hill
Jefferson
Judith Basin
Lake

Levis & Clark

Liberty
Lincoln
McCone
Madison
Meagher
Mineral
Missoula

Musselshell
Park
Petroleum
Phillips
Pondera
Powder River
Povell
Prairie
Ravalli
Richland
Roosevelt
Rosebud
Sanders
Sheridan
Silver Bow

Stillwater
Sweet Grass
Teton

Toole
Treasure

January 4 - March 6, 1937
(Two extra davs]

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

(D) 81 (R) 21

Joe Metlen (D)
Robert J Miller (D)
John W Acher (D)

W D Lasby (R)

Edward Bloom (D)
James J 0'Shea (D)

C L Wood (D)

Ray C Campbell (D)

S E Ijams (D)

Frank Lemmer (D)
Andrew E Anderson (D)
James W Masterson (D)
Marvin J Sorte (D)
Theodore J Johnson (D)
Frank J Finnegan (D)
Edward F Lovell (R)

M L Schneider (D)

J F Holecek (D)
Herbert H Haight (D)
Ernest Burns (D)

Emil Bjorneby (D)

L E Crouse (D)

Mabel Cruickshank (D)
Albert H Kruse (R)

C H Minette (D)
William J Nelson (D)
George M Mungas (R)

H H Hess (D)

€ N Joffray (D)
George S McKenna (D)
A B Levisee (D)

Fred H Padbury (R)
Edmond G Toomey (R)
Herbert D Rolph (D)
Hugo Anderson (D)
Clarence Chamberlin (R)
Peter V Jackson (D)
Charles H Sherman (D)
Frank A Bower (D)

C W Brayman (D)
Harvey Elliott (D)
Walter Schott (D)
George M Monahan (D)
George R Waldrop (D)
Eric Anderson (R)

N A Peterson (D)
Charles L Scofield (R)
James N Dougherty (D)
James Whaley (D)

H H Longenecker (R)
James P Brennan (D)
George Leeson (R)

R Bailey Stortz (D)

A A Alvord (D)

P C Peterson (D)

A W Anderson (D)

J F Chatham (D)

A B Cohen (D)

Walter C Freshman (D)
Ernest A Hardcastle (D)
K 0 Haugan (R)

Ben B Miles (R)

J 8 Conner (D)
Charles H Kelson (R)
David M Manning (D)

W H Reed (R)

George W 0'Connor (R)

Archie D McLeod (D)
Einar J Stromnes (D)
George H Shanley (D)
Gordon J Lippard (D)
Ed Love (D)

Henry R Green (R)
Edward A Wenger (D)

Robert W Mackie (D)
Joe Vanek (D)

W M Cusick (D)
Ambrose G Measure (D)
Carl Lehrkind Jr (D)

H A Lambert (D)

Sherman W Smith (R)

J B Heavlin (D)
M A McClain (D)

Wesley A D'Ewart (R)

Mrs W W Hamilton (D)

Lee Metcalf (D)

Guy A Miller (D)

R G Tyler (D)

Phil C Goodwin (D)
M J Mulholland (D)
Harry Mitchell (D)
Sam Spiegel (D)
Thomas G Stimatz (D)
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